
The Royal Family 



The United Kingdom is a 

constitutional monarchy. 

This means that the head 

of state is the Queen.   



The Queen is a symbol of Britain’s 
long history and tradition and her 

most important function is 
ceremonial. No Englishman can 
imagine his country without the 

Queen or the King. 



Today the Queen of the United 
Kingdom is Elizabeth II (since 1952) 



Princess Elizabeth married Philip 
Mountbatten in Westminster Abbey 

on November 20, 1947. Prince 
Charles, now the Prince of Wales and  

heir apparent to the throne, was 
born in 1948, the Princess Anne, 

now the Princess Royal, was born in 
1950, the Prince Andrew, now the 

Duke of York, was born in 1960, and 
the Prince Edward, in 1964. The 

Queen and the Duke celebrated their 
silver wedding anniversary in 

London in 1972.  



In 1977, the Queen's Silver Jubilee was 
celebrated in the United Kingdom and 

throughout the Commonwealth. 
Accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, 

the Queen travelled some 56,000 miles to 
share the anniversary with her people. 

2002 marks the 50th anniversary of The 
Queen's Accession to the Throne.  



Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
Earl of Merioneth and Baron 

Greenwich, was born Prince of 
Greece and Denmark in Corfu on 

10 June 1921.Prince Louis married 
one of Queen Victoria's 

granddaughters. Thus, The Queen 
and Prince Philip both have Queen 

Victoria as a great-great-
grandmother. They are also related 

through his father's side. His 
paternal grandfather, King George 

I of Greece, was Queen 
Alexandra's brother.  

 



The current order of 
succession 

 
Prince Charles 
Prince William 
Prince Harry 

Prince Andrew 
Princess Beatrice 
Princess Eugenie 

Prince Edward 
Lady Louise Windsor 

Princess Anne 
Peter Phillips 

 



The Prince of Wales is the eldest 
son of The Queen and The Duke of 

Edinburgh. He was born on 14 
November, 1948 and christened 

Charles Philip Arthur George on 15 
December that year in the Music 

Room at Buckingham Palace. 



Prince Charles met Lady Diana Spencer in 
1977 while he was dating her older sister, 
Sarah. He liked Diana immediately, and in 

1980 they began seeing each other 
frequently. Prince Charles was in his early 
thirties, and felt pressured by his family 

and the media to find a wife. He had 
resumed his relationship with Camilla, but 

she was still married. At last Prince 
Charles decided that he should marry 19-

year old Lady Diana. The wedding took 
place on July 29, 1981 in St Paul's 

Cathedral and was watched by 750 million 
people worldwide. 



The Prince and Princess of Wales had a troubled 
relationship. Charles did not understand Diana's 
emotional nature or her struggle with bulimia. 

Throughout his marriage he remained close to Camilla 
Parker Bowles, a situation Princess Diana refused to 

accept. On December 9, 1992 the Prime Minister 
announced that the Prince and Princess of Wales would 

separate. They were divorced in August of 1996. Princess 
Diana was killed in a car accident one year later.  



The Prince of Wales married Mrs. 
Camilla Parker Bowles on 9 April 
2005 at a civil ceremony at the 

Guildhall in Windsor, followed by 
a service of prayer and 

dedication in St. George's 
Chapel, Windsor Castle. After the 

wedding, Mrs. Parker Bowles 
became known as HRH The 

Duchess of Cornwall. When The 
Prince of Wales accedes to the 
throne, she will be known as 
HRH The Princess Consort. 



Prince William Arthur Philip Louis 
was born on June 21, 1982. Prince 

Henry (Harry), was born on 
September 15, 1984. Their parents 

are prince Charles and Lady D. 



The Duke of York was born on 19 February 1960 at 
Buckingham Palace, the second son and the third child 
of The Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh. He was the 

first child to be born to a reigning monarch for 103 
years. Named Andrew Albert Christian Edward, he was 
known as Prince Andrew until his marriage, when he 
was created The Duke of York, Earl of Inverness and 

Baron Killyleagh. 
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King George died of lung cancer on 
February 6, 1952. His eldest daughter 
became Queen Elizabeth II, and his 

widow was now officially known as Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother. In the 

decades after her husband's death the 
"Queen Mum" remained one of most 
beloved members of the British royal 

family. Even after she turned 100 years 
old, she continued to make official 

appearances and served as patron or 
president of some 350 organizations. She 
was a living link to the past; a symbol of 
the history and majesty of the monarchy; 
and, quite simply, a remarkable woman. 

 



Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
died on March 30, 2002 at the age of 

101. Her friend Lord St John of 
Fawsley said, "With the passing of 
the Queen Mother we have lost our 
most treasured national person. She 
was not merely an historical figure. 

She was history." 



The strength of Great Britain 
is in its traditions. And the 
Royal family is one of the 

most important traditions of 
this country! 


